BEFORE
THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF
SOUTH CAROLINA )
DOCKET NO. 2020-177-C  ORDER NO. 2020-

In Re: )

Application of MASTEC Network )

Solutions, LLC for a Certificate of ) proposed
Public Convenience and Necessity ) ORDER GRANTING
to Provide Resold and Facilities-Based ) CERTIFICATE
Local Exchange, Exchange Access )

Telecommunications Services and for )

Local Service Offerings to be Regulated )

Accordance with Procedures Authorized in )

Order No. 98-165, in Docket No. 97-467-C )

This matter comes before the Public Service Commission of South Carolina ("Commission™)
by way of the Application of MASTEC Network Solutions, LLC (hereinafter “MASTEC”,
“Applicant”, or “Company”) for authority to provide local exchange telecommunications services
within the State of South Carolina, and for those local service offerings to be regulated in accordance
with procedures authorized for New South Communicatibns in Order No. 98-165 in Docket No. 97-
467-C. }

The Company’s Application was filed pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. Section 58-9-280 and
Section 253 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. By letter, t’hev(‘lommissi‘on instructed the
Applicant to publish, one time, a prepared Notice of Filing in newspapers of general circulation in
the areas affected by the Application. The purpose of the Notice of Filing was to inform interested
parties of the manner and time in which to file the appropriate pleadings for participation in this
proceeding. The Company complied with this instruction and provided the Commission with proof

of publication of the Notice of Filing.
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A Petition to Intervene was filed by the South Carolina Telephone Coalition ("SCTC")
Subsequently, counsel for SCTC filed with the Commission a Stipulation. The SCTC withdrew its
opposition to the granting of a statewide Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to the
Company provided the conditions contained in the Stipulatio'n are met. A copy of the Stipulation is
attached as Order Exhibit 1. |

On October 9, 2020, counsel for the Office of Regulatory Staff (“ORS”) filed a letter with the

Commission setting out that it had reviewed the Application and granting the Certificate of Public

Convenience and Necessity was consistent with the public interest. The ORS also informed the

Commission that it did not intend to appear at the hearing in the docket. |

A hearing was held November 9, 2020 at 10:00 A.M. before the Hearing Examiner, Jerisha
Dukes, Esquire. The Applicant was represented viaA videoconference by Scott Elliott, Esquire. The
SCTC and ORS did not appear at the hearing. Mr. Ricardo Suarez, President of MASTEC , appeared
by videoconference and testified in support of the application.

According to the record, MASTEC is a limited liability company organized under the laws of
the State of Florida. The Applicant has received authority from the South Carolina Secretary of State
to transact business within the State of South Carolina. As set out in the record, MASTEC seeks
authority to provide resold and facilities-based local exchange telecbmmunications services to its
customers throughout the state. MASTEC will not provide services in the rural 'parts of South
Carolina.

The record reflects granting MASTEC’s Application will provicié South Carolinians increased
choice, improved quality of service, and heightened 6pportunities to obtain improved technology that
will further increase telecommunications competition in the State of South Carolina. Granting of the

Application is therefore in the public interest.

L1 Jo g abed - O-2/1-0202 - DSdOS - NV 8Z:01 81 J8qWanoN 0202 - ONISSTO0Hd ¥O4 314300V



The Company commits to abide by all applicable Commission rules, regulations, and orders
upon the Company receiving certification to provide local exchange telecommunications service in
South Carolina. —

The Company requested to be exempt from any rules or regulations that would require it
to keep financial records in conformance with the Uniform System of Accounts ("USOA"), since
it will maintain its books in accordance with Generally Acéepted 'Accoun:ting Pﬁnciples
("GAAP"). The Company requested a waiver of Commission Regula'.ci'on 103 —6i0 as its béoks and
records are maintained at its principal place of business. Additionally, the Company seeks a waiver
of Commission Regulation 103-631 so that it will not be required to publish local exchange
directories. The Company yvill contract with incumbent local exchang,e carriers for the inclusion
in the directories of the local exchange carrier. Since the Applicant's local exchange calling areas
will initially mirror the service area of the incumbent local exchange carriers, the Company also
requested a waiver of the map filing requirement of Commission Regulations 103-612.2.3 and
103-631. Further, the Company does not intend to provide retail residential local exchange services
in South Carolina at this time, and therefore the bond requirement set oﬁt ir; S.C. Code Ann. Regs.
103-607 does not apply to Applicant.

After full consideration of the applicable law, the Company's Application, and the evidence
of record presented at the hearing, the Commission hereby issues its ﬁndinlgs of fact and
conclusions of law:

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. The Company is a limited liability company organized under the laws of the State of
Florida and has been authorized to do business in the State of South Carolina by the Secretary of

State.
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2. The Company seeks authority to provide local exchange telecommunications services in

South Carolina.

3. The Company has the managerial and technical resources to provide the services as
described in its Application. S.C. Code Ann. Section 58-9-280 (B) (1).

" 4. The Company‘ has the financial resources to provide the services as described in its
application. | |

5. The Commission finds that the Company's "provision of service will not adversely
impact the availability of affordable local exchange service." S.C.- Code Ann. Section 58-9-280
® 6). | L

6. The Commission finds that the services to be provided by the Company will meet the
service standards of the Commission. S.C. Code Ann. Section '58-9-280 (B) (2).

7. The Commission finds that the provision of local exchange service by the Company
"does not otherwise adversely impact the public interest". S.C. Code Ann. Section 58-9-280
®) ). | |

8. The Commission finds that the Stipulation between the SCTC and Corinpany is in the
public interest.

9. The Commission finds that the ORS opines that granting the Certifi'lcate of Public
Convenience and Necessity was consistent with the public interest.

10. The Commission finds the Company’s requested waiver of 10 S.C. Cé)de Ann. Regs.
103-610 is reasonable and understands the potential difficulty presented to the Company should
the waiver not be granted. Further, we find that a waiver.of 10 S.C. Code Ann Regs. 103-610 to
be in the public interest. We also believe that exeniption. from‘l the policies that would require the
Company to keep its records under the USOA is reasonable. Since the Company does not intend

to provide retail residential local exchange services, we also find that it is appropriate and

.
N . . v . L j

L1 Jo ¥ abed - O-2/1-0202 - DSdOS - NV 8Z:01 81 J8qWanoN 0202 - ONISSTO0Hd ¥O4 314300V



|
reasonable to waive 10 S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 103-607. Should the Company offer residential local

exchange services in the future in South Carohna we find that it should comply with the bond

W1

requlrement of 10 S.C. Code Ann Regs. 103- 607 Since Company seeks callmg areas that will
mirror the incumbent local exchange carriers, we grant the requested waiver of S.C. Code Ann.
Regs. 103-612.2.3 requiring that Company file a map of its operating area. The requested waiver

of Commission Regulation 103-631 is reasonable and thus, the Company;‘will noft bé required to
publish local exchange directories i
i
I

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. The Commission concludes that the Company possesses the managenal technical, and
financial resources to provide the competitive local exchange telecommumcatmns services as’
described in the Application. | ‘

2. The Commission concludes that the Company's "pro“;/ision of service will not adversely
impact the availability of affordable local exchange service."

3. The Commission conelugles that the Compnny will parf;icipaté in the support of
universally available telephone service at affordable rates to the extent that the C?mpany may be
required to do so by the Commission. |

4. The Commission concludes that the Company will provide services that will meet the
service standards of the Commissien.‘ ' |

5. The Commission concludes that the provision of telecommunications services by the
Company will not otherwise adversely-impact the public intere-st.

6. The terms of the Stipulation between the Company and SCTC are approved and adopted

' I

as a part of this Order. Any proposal to provide local telecommunications'service to rural service

areas, regardless of the technology employed, is therefore subject to the terms of tllle Stipulation.

}
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7. Based on the above findings of fact and conclusions of law, the Commission determines
that a statewide Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity should be granted to the

Company to provide competitive local exchange services. |

1
1

8. The Commission concludeg the Company's local exchange telecohmmunic:ations services,
regardless of the technology empleyed; shall be regulated in accordance with the principles and
procedures established for ﬂexible regulation first granted to New South Comxlnunications by
Order No. 98-165 in Docket No. 97-467-C. Spe01ﬁca11y, the. Commission adopts for the
Company's competitive intrastate local exchange services a rate structure, 1ncorporilt1ng maximum
rate levels with the flexibility for adjustment below the main rate levels that will have been
previously approved by the Commission. Further, the Company's local exchangle service tariff
filings are presumed valid upon filing, subject to the Commission's authority vutlun thirty (30)
days to institute an investigation-of the tariff filing, in Which case the tariff tllling would be
suspended pending further Order of the Commission. Further, any such tariff filings will be subject
to the same monitoring process as similarly situated competitive local exchange carriers.

10. The Commission concludes that the Applicant's request for waiver of 10 S.C. Code
Ann. Regs. 103-610 should be granted, since strict compliance with the regulation potentially
causes undue hardship on the Company. We also grant exemption from the policies requiring the
use of USOA. Last, we grant waivers of 10 S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 103-612.2.3,!which requires
filing a map of the service territory, and 10 S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 106-631, which requires
publication of directories. Last, tﬁe Commission approves the Appliica'nt’él requesé for a waiver of

10 S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 106-607.
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IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED THAT:,
1. A Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity is grantedll to MASTEC Network

Solutions, LLC to provide competitive local exchange telecommunications services on a facilities-

based or resold basis. |

2 The terms of the Stlpulatlon between. the Company and the SCTC are approved and
adopted as’ part of “this Order Any proposal to provide competmve chal exchange
telecommunications services to rural service areas is subject to the terms of the Stlipulatlon.

3. The Company shall file, if it has not already done so by the date of issuance of this Order,

its tariffs using the Commission’s e-filing system for tariffs within thirty (30) days of this Order.

. . . j -
The tariffs should be electronically filed in a text searchable PDF format using the Commission's

DMS System (http:/dms.psc.sc.gov). An additional copy should be sent via email to

etariff@psc.sc.gov to be included in the Commission's ETariff System (http://etariffpsc.sc.gov).

Future revisions to the tariffs should be made using the ETariff System. The reviised tariffs shall
be consistent with the findings of this Order and iconsistent with the Conuniss;on's Rules and
Regulations. |

4, MASTEC is required to comply with Title 23, Chapter 47, South Carolina Code of Laws
Annotated which governs the establishment” and implemenfation ‘of a 'i‘Public Safety
Commu%xicaﬁons Center," which 1’s r{hore edmmoniy known as a 911 sydtem"'or "911 service."
Services available through a 911 system include law enforcement, fire, and emergency Medical
services. In recognition of the necessity of quality 911 seryices being provided to the citizens of
South Carolina, the Comm1ssmn hereby 1nstructs the Company to contact txhe appropriate
authormes regarding 911 service in the counties and cities 'where the Company w111 be operating.

Contact with the appropriate authorities is to be made before providing voice or diaI tone telephone

service in South Carolina. By this Order and prior to providing voice or dial tone services within
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South Carolina, the Applicant is directed to contact the 911 Coordinator in each county, as well as

the 911 Coordinator in each city where the city has its own 911 system, anc!l shall provide
informa'tior‘l regarding the Company's operations as required by the 911 sy’stem. !

5. The Applicant shall file "annual ﬁnanciz;l information in the form of anﬁual reports and
gross receipts reports as required by the Co@ission. The annual report and th:e gross receipt
report will necessitate the filing of South Carolina specific information, Therefori[, the Company
shall keejp ﬁ;}ancial records on its South Carolina' operations to con;’;pl)f with the annual report and
gfoss; reéeipfs filings. The proper f:orm 'f(;r ﬁlmg é.nnuaI financial iﬁfornia‘éiori can be found at the
Commission's website or at the dRS‘s website at www.ors.sc.gov. The title of this form is

!
"Telecommunications Company Annual Report." This form shall be utilized by the Applicant to

. . C f
file annual financial information as directed by the Commission or ORS and shall be filed no later

than Aprl 107 1 L e

Commission gross receipts forms are due to be filed no later than August 31% of each year.
The proper form for filing gross receipts information can be found at the ORS website
www.ors.sc.gov and the appropriate form is entitled "Gross Receip'fts Fom'}."

""" Each'telecommunications ¢orpany certified in South Carolina is required'to file annually

with the ORS the South Carolina Universal Service Fund ("USF") Contribution Worksheet, which
l

may be found on the ORS's website at www.ors.sc.gov. This worksheet provides ORS information

required to determine each telecommunications company's liability to the State IUSF fund. The
USF worksheet is due to be filed annluallyno late".r than August 1 with thé ORS. I

6. The Company shall, in compliance with Commission regulations,I designate and
maintain an authorized utility representative who is prepareci. to discuss, on a regulatory level,

customer relations (complaint) matters, engineering operations, te§fgs and repairs. In addition, the

Compaiy ‘Shall provide to the Commission and ORS in writing the name of the authorized

1
|
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representative to be contacted in connection. with general management duttes as well as

’ » : . e . !
emergencies which occur during non-office hours. The Company shall file the names, addresses

and telephone numbers of these representatives with the Commission within thn;ty (30) days of

receipt of this'Order. The "Authorized Utility Representative Information" form can be found at

}
n

the ORS websrte at www.ors. sc gov.: Thrs form shall be ut111zed for the prTv1s1on of this
1nformat10n to ‘the Commrssron and ORS and shall be updated annually wrth the filing of the

Company's Telecommunications Company Annual Report. Further, the Company' shall promptly
notify the Commission and ORS in writing if the representatives are replaced. If the Company

changes or modifies its name, the Company shall file such changes with the j‘ommission for

approval.

7. The Company shall conduct its business in compliance with Commissio!n decisions and

|

orders; both past and future. . . ‘ |
8. The Company is granted a waiver of t‘O S.C. Code Ann. R'eg's.'.l 103-610 requiring the
Company to’ maintain its ﬁnanciaI biook:s and records within the State of S‘outh:Carolina. As a
condition of being granted a waiver of the requirement to maintain corporate bo :ks and records
within'the State of South Carolina the Company shall make such books and records available, at
the Company s expense, to the Ofﬁce of Regulatory Staff upon request Further the Company is
granted a Warver of the requrrement that books and 'records be marntamed in accordance with the
Uniform Systems of Accounts ("USOA"). The Commission grants the Apphcant' | request for the

waivér of the requirement that it file a map of'its service terr1tory as requlred by 10 S C. Code Ann.

Regs. 103-612.2.3 and the pubhcatron of diréctories as requrred by»,lO S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 103-

631. Lagt; 'tlhe‘Commi'ssion grants the Applicant’; 're:quest for a waiver of 10 S.C. Code Ann. Regs.
106-607.

9. This Order shall remain in full force and effect until further Order of thd Commission.

@

L1 Jo 6 9bed - O-2/1-0202 - DSdOS - NV 8Z:01 81 J8qWanoN 0202 - ONISSTO0Hd ¥O4 314300V
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BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

Jocelyn Boyd, Chief Clerk/Executive Director

ATTEST:.
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